Elena M. Valle

bandusiatutorials@gmail.com

Education:
Washington University in St. Louis, MFA, expected May 2011

Concentration: Fiction Writing

Full tuition scholarship and teaching assistantship
Hope College, BA, May 2008


Majors: English with emphasis in creative writing


 
 Classical Languages


Academic Honors: Magna cum Laude


Grade Point Average: 3.83/4.0

Honors/Affiliations:


Phi Beta Kappa, 2008


English Department Prize for Creative Writing and Literature, Hope College, 2008

Erika Brubaker Award for Promising Achievement in the Study of Literature, 



Hope College, 2006


Edward J. Wolters Classics Award, Hope College, 2005


Eta Sigma Phi, the Classics Honors Society, 2005-present


Distinguished Artist Award in Creative Writing, Hope College, 2004

Teaching Experience:

Washington University in St. Louis, St. Louis, Missouri—September 2010 to present

· Teaches Fiction Writing I to undergraduates.

· Chooses textbooks, develops syllabi, responds to student fiction and analytical writing, and helps students one-on-one.
Bandusia Tutorials, online—September 2008 to present

· Developed and currently runs private online tutorial service for homeschoolers.

· Teaches Expository Writing to middle-school- and high-school-age homeschoolers—2009-2011.
· Taught Nineteenth-Century British Literature to high-school-age homeschoolers—2009-2010.

· Taught Greek and Roman Literature to high-school-age homeschoolers—2008-2009.
Summer Writing Classes, Marshall, Michigan—Summers 2006, 2007, and 2008

· Organized ten-week creative writing and expository writing courses for fifth-through-tenth-grade students.

· Wrote hand-outs and instructions for students, taught once-a-week classes, graded and discussed students’ papers and stories, and communicated with the parents.

Writing Tutoring, Hope College Academic Support Center, Holland, Michigan—2006-2008

· Read and discussed papers in one-on-one meetings with students.

· Advised students about the writing process, from choosing a topic to organizing information to final editing.

· Explained principles of grammar and techniques of paper writing.

Guest Lecture, “Arcs of Plot and Character Development”—November 20, 2006

       Hope College, English 254, Introduction to Creative Writing Fiction, Section 1

Independent Dance Classes, Marshall, Michigan—2000-2004

· Taught tap dance, ballet, and muscle conditioning classes for children ages three through thirteen.

· Choreographed recital dances and organized recital.

· Managed all aspects of business, including studio rental, communication with parents, and payments. Studio began with three classes and grew to include eight (tap/ballet combination, stretching, two levels of ballet, and four levels of tap).

· Directed a children’s talent show in conjunction with dance studio’s recital. Communicated with participants, handled building rental, designed program, and directed performance.

Sunday School and Vacation Bible School Classes, Zion Lutheran Church, 

Marshall, Michigan—2002-2004

· Taught weekly Sunday School class for children ages three through five.

· Taught summer Vacation Bible School class for second grade children.

· Organized Bible study lesson plans, Bible memory work, and crafts.

Writing and Editing Internships:
Hope College Visiting Writers Series Internship, Holland, Michigan—2004-2008

· Introduced Pulitzer Prize-winner Marilynne Robinson and National Book Award-winner Carlos Eire; included researching the authors, reading their works, and writing and editing the introductions.
· Interviewed writers Carlos Eire, Dana Roeser, Debra Wierenga, and David Harris Ebenbach.  Researched extensively the writers and their work, developed interview questions, conducted interviews, edited manuscripts, and submitted interviews to literary magazines.
· Wrote and edited flyers, bookmarks, posters, and various other publicity materials.
· Compiled outreach packets and developed strategies for community outreach. Included researching authors’ work, finding reviews and articles, contacting college faculty and staff, campus organizations, community groups, and schools.
· Worked closely with authors throughout events.
Writing and Editing for Marketing/Public Relations, Oaklawn Hospital, 

Marshall, Michigan—Summers 2007 and 2008

· Wrote press releases to appear in area newspapers throughout the summer, including a series of articles surrounding the hospital’s $27 million construction project.

· Wrote all articles for the Fall 2007 issue of The Monitor, the hospital’s publication.

· Edited miscellaneous ads, articles, and brochures.

Publication:

“An Interview with Carlos Eire,” Associated Writing Programs’ The Writer’s Chronicle, 

March, 2007

Works in Progress:

All You Remember, novel, fourth draft

Inheritance, collection of linked short stories (MFA thesis)
Untitled novel, in progress
Travel:
Lived and worked in Spain as an au pair, September, 2008, through July, 2009

Studied abroad at John Cabot University, Rome—Spring, 2007

Worked with orphans in rural Russia through mission trips—June, 2003 and June, 2004

Languages:

Translation proficiency in Latin and Ancient Greek

Fluency in Spanish

